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without dying in the process 
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GUIs are 

different
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They must be  

designed
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They are built  

iteratively
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In general, they are a 

pain
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To minimise the pain 

work with design
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How?
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In 3 simple steps
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Step 1 - Set Bugzilla right

• Add a designer to the CC list of the Bugzilla 
entry (for now, belen.barros.pena@intel.com) 

• Type "GUI design pending" in the 
Whiteboard field 

mailto:belen.barros.pena@intel.com


Yocto Project | The Linux Foundation13



Yocto Project | The Linux Foundation14

Step 2 - Get your design

Before starting work in the feature, contact 
the designer (email, jabber or IRC will do), and 
let her know you are ready to implement a fix. 

The designer might need some additional 
information about the feature. She will ask by 
email or schedule a quick call (30 mins or so).  
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Still step 2 - Get you design

The designer will go off and:  

• produce a design document (and sometimes 
a prototype) 

• upload it to the Bugzilla entry 

• set the Whiteboard to "GUI design available" 
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In the recipe details page

There we use:

1. The same label as in the tables in the h1. We just need to 
make sure to override bootstrap.css and set the value of 
vertical-align for these labels to ‘middle’

2. An alert saying:

“This recipe is blacklisted by the [LAYER-NAME] layer. The 
reason provided is: 

[VALUE OF PNBLACKLIST]”

The word ‘blacklisted’ is highlighted with bold font:

<strong>blacklisted</strong>

The [LAYER-NAME] is a link to the layer details page. 

Just a couple of notes about the markup in that alert:

- The value of PNBLACKLIST is inside a <blockquote>, like 
so

<blockquote class=“span7”>
  <p>value of PNBLACKLIST</p>
</blockquote>

The span7 class limits the line length of the <blockquote>, 
otherwise lines of text become too long and hard to read. 
But that span7 needs to be inside a row-fluid, so the alert 
needs to be:

<div class=“alert row-fluid”>

We need to override the default colour of the 
<blockquote> left border and set it to #c09853.

To get the <blockquote> left aligned with the text above it 
we need to set the margin-left of the <blockquote> to 0px.
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Showing blacklisted recipes
In the recipe details page
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No, no: still step 2 - Get your design

You must review the design document and give 
feedback.  

Design is not just done by the designer: is a 
collaboration process between designers and 
developers. It does not happen without you. 

Once you and the designer have agreed on a 
design, development can begin.  
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Step 3 - Share your work

Good GUIs are all about the details, that's why 
it's impossible to get them right at the first go.  

Share your work in progress with the designer, 
and she'll give you the feedback you need to 
implement the feature | fix as you (both) 
designed it.  
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Still step 3 - Share your work

To share your work in progress, you can: 

• Set up an instance of the application the 
designer can access (easier for the designer, 
more work for you), or 

• Help the designer to set up the tool locally (it 
will be a pain to help her, but you'll only have 
to do it once) 
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No, no: still step 3 - Share your work

Once you and the designer are happy with the 
GUI implementation, you can submit the 
patches upstream. 

It's possible you'll get design feedback on the 
submission, but it should not be the usual thing. 
Step 3 done right will avoid design issues 
stopping the patches from being merged once 
in the mailing list.  
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1. Set Bugzilla right 

2. Get your design and 

3. Share your work
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1. For happier designers 

2. Happier users 

3. And a saner you!



Thank you
belen.barros.pena@intel.com

mailto:belen.barros.pena@intel.com?subject=web%20hob

